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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is the answer to the communication filed on 2/28/08 (and IDS), which 
paper has been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 1-38 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. Claims 7, 20, 27-31, and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 27-3 1 are directed a system; however, the examiner fails to see physical 
components that making up that system. 

Applicant claims a navigation system ; however, essential and critical components that 
making up that claimed system are not disclosed - this creates a big gap between structural 
relationships of components to practice this invention (i.e., a computer with microprocessors to 
perform a process (i.e., Figure 6), a route calculation module, a navigation server, a display 

Claim 27 has a format problem (merely claiming a system with electronic signals - 
electronic signal is a natural/physical phenomenon): 
As per claim 27 : A navigation system comprising: 

- a first signal including a trip destination ( merely claiming electronic signals ) that is 
transmittable to a navigation server from an input device, where a route calculation module is 
executable by the navigation server to generate a first route to the trip destination; 

- a second signal transmittable from the navigation server to a display, where the display is 
operable to generate a graphical representation of the first route, where the first route is 
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generated on a road network map that includes a plurality of nodes and a plurality of segments, 
where an adaptive routing module executable by the navigation server allows a user to enter a 
user modification of the first route with the input device, where the user modification includes 
selection of at least map element, where a second route to the destination is calculatable with the 
adaptive routing module as a function of the user modification; and 
- a third signal transmittable from the navigation server to a vehicle navigation system ( 
According to this invention, this 3 rd signal is external to the claimed system - therefore, not a 
limitation of the claimed system), the vehicle navigation system operable to generate a second 
graphical representation of the second route on a display of the vehicle navigation system as a 
function of the third signal. 

In other words, although there is nothing wrong to claim signals; however, pending 
claims are physical systems - other essential and critical components to make-up claimed system 
are required. 

Claims 7, 20, and 38 are directed to a method, comprising steps to practice this claimed 
invention; however, these claims lack of disclosing of using a means to perform this claimed 
invention. 

See a pertinent para. [0028] "77ze vehicle navigation control unit 106 may be connected with a 
display 108. In one example navigation system 100, the display 108 may be a touch-screen 
display that functions as both a display and a user input device. In another example, the 
navigation control unit 106 may be connected with a user input device 110. The user input 
device 110 may be a keypad, a personal computer, a laptop computer, a pocket PC, a personal 
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digital assistant, a wireless access device or phone, or any other type of computing device that is 
capable of allowing a user of the vehicle navigation system 104 to input data during operation ". 

It is suggested that "computer- implemented" is inserted in claimed preambles to 
overcome these 35 USC 1 12, 2 nd para, rejections. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. Claims 32-36 is rejected under 35 USC 1 12, 1 st para. 

Claims 32-36 have a limitation of "means for calculating"; the examiner fails to see a 
best mode to practice this invention using a "means for calculating" (noting that a complete, 
concise, and clearly description of that claimed limitation (i.e., "means for calculating") must be 
provided to conform with disclosure's requirements). 

5. Notes : About manner of claiming (at least for independent claim 27 containing 3 electronic 
signals): 

According to MPEP, 

I. The definition of the matter for which protection is sought shall be in terms of the 
technical features of the inventions (i.e., a first signal, a second signal, and a third 
signal should not be protected technical features). 

II. Whenever appropriate, claims shall contain: 

III. I. A statement indicating those technical features of the invention which are necessary 
for the definition of the claimed subject matter but which, in combination, are part of 
the prior art, 

IV. II. A characterizing portion - preceded by the words "characterized in that," 
"characterized by," "wherein the improvement comprises," or any other words to the 
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same effect - stating concisely the technical features which, in combination with the 
features stated under (I), it is desired to protect. 
The claims must "define the matter for which protection is sought." Claims must be clear 
and concise. They must be fully supported by the description . As to the manner of claiming, the 
claims must, whenever appropriate, be in two distinct parts; namely, the statement of the prior art 
and the statement of the features for which protection is sought ("the characterizing portion"). 
The physical requirements for the claims are the same as those for the description. 

Election/Restrictions 

6. There are 2 different inventions involved based the language of pending claims. They are 
divided to 2 groups as the following: 

- Group I: claims 1-6, 14-19, and 27-37 are directed to a navigation system (essentially 
comprises "physical" components/modules/devices/apparatus); class(es) 340/995.1, 995.19, 
995.21. 

- Group II: claims 7-13, 20-26, and 38 are directed to a method of generating routes in 
navigation systems (comprises "steps"), class(es) 701/209-210. 

These are apparatus and process of use that apparatus claims. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classifications, and the search for group I is 
not required for group II or for group III, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 
proper. 
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7. Note : A well-known Internet website provides all claimed steps of claim 1 
http://www.mapquest.com - it can calculate for routes that need a shorter travel time, or having a 
shorter total distance (i.e., including a modification from a user). 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CUONG H. NGUYEN whose telephone number is 571-272-6759 
(email address: cuong.nguyen@uspto.gov). The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 am - 
5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, THOMAS G. BLACK can be reached on 571-272-6956. The Rightfax number for 
the organization where this application is assigned is 571-273-6956. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Please provide support, with page and line numbers, for any amended or new claim in 
an effort to help advance prosecution; otherwise any new claim language that is introduced in 
an amended or new claim may be considered as new matter, especially if the Application is a 
Jumbo Application. 
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